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AVIATION WEEK & SPACE TECHNOLOGY
8 March 1982

Intelligence Estimate Revealed Unintentionally

Washington—A secret U. S. intelligance estimata that the Soviet Union could have the
capability to deploy a space-based, high-energy laser weapon station within a ysar
was unintentionally revealed in a House Armed Services Cemmittee hearing In late
February, confirming earlier AV!ATION WE=K & SP'ACE TECHNOLCGY reports (May 25, 1981
p. 40; Juily 28,1980, p. 32). wro : S
- The USSR's accelerated space-based, hagh-energy taser program was descnbed in )
" a secret statement-to- the committee. by’ Richard D.. Dslauer, under secretary of
B - Defense ‘tor research and engmeermg {t'included. the assessment that the Initial -
. operational capabn 'tyo the Soviet ahon could beas earry as 1983, or as’’

C perate at geosynchronous ahstudes ;
- By the eariy-r 19903,
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